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What does NJASK Science 
measure?

The science test measures fourth and eighth grade 
students’ ability to recall information and to solve 
problems by applying science concepts.  The science 
test assesses knowledge and application skills in three 
clusters; each cluster contains multiple choice items 
and constructed-response items. 



Sample NJASK Science Questions
Grade 4 Grade 8



Life Science (NJSLS-S)

● Matter, Energy, and Organization in Living Systems
● Diversity and Biological Evolution
● Reproduction and Heredity
● Natural Systems and Interactions
● Human Interactions and Impact



Earth Science (NJSLS-S)

● Earth's Properties and Materials
● Atmosphere and Weather
● Processes that Shape the Earth
● How We Study the Earth
● Earth, Moon, Sun System
● Solar System
● Stars
● Galaxies and Universe



Physical Science (NJSLS-S)

● Structure and Properties of 
Matter

● Chemical Reactions
● Motion and Forces
● Energy Transformations



Analyzing the Testing Results
The results of standardized testing are to identify strengths and weaknesses in our 
educational programs.  The process leads to improved instruction, as progress is 
made toward the new implementation of the new standards across all content 
areas and grade levels.  These results are used to:

1.  Identify those students who may need instructional support in any of the 
content areas;

2. Identify strengths and weaknesses in educational programs;
3. Improve teaching and learning.



Grade 4 NJASK Delran Township NJASK Comparison 2012 vs. 2016



Grade 8 NJASK Delran Township NJASK Comparison 
2012 vs. 2016



Delran Township End-of-Course Biology Testing 
Comparison 2012 vs. 2016



Statewide NJASK Comparison 2012 vs. 2016



NJSLS (NGSS Science Standards) 
Assessment
May 2017, the tests will be paper/pencil

○ NJBCT- based on NGSS
○ NJASK8- based on NGSS
○ NJASK4- based on 2009 standards

In May 2018, the test will be a “PARCC like” computer 
based assessment in Grades 4, 8 and Biology.
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Our Next Steps

● Comparison of Delran Township NJASK 4th 
grade, 8th Grade, &

● Biology End-of-Course Exam Subgroup 
Data Analysis

● Analyze and share individual student testing 
data and share with teachers and 
administration

● Continued professional development  for 
staff


